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SECRET BANGKOK 10552 

SECDEF FOR OASD:PA; CINCPAC FOR PAO 

E.O. 1 1652: AGDS DECLASSIFIED AFTER 0002Z 28 JUN 74 
TAGS: MARR, TH, US 

SUBJECT: LOCAL PRESS SAYS TAKHLI AND UBON TO CLOSE 

1. THE RTG HAS ADVISED US THAT THEY PLAN TO RELEASE THE 
FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE PRESS AT 0700 HOURS LOCAL 
JUNE 28: 

QUOTE. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE THAI AND USG HAVE 
AGREED ON FURTHER REDUCTIONS OF US FORCES AND AIRCRAFT 
IN THAILAND. DURING JULY, AN ADDITIONAL 39 AIRCRAFT 
ARE SCHEDULED TO LEAVE: NINE MORE B-52S FROM UTAPAO 
RTNAFB AND 30 F-4S FROM UDORN RTAFB. THESE AIRCRAFT 
WILL BE REDISTRIBUTED WITHIN THE USAF INVENTORY. 

THE TWO GOVERNMENT ALSO HAVE DECIDED THAT MOST 
US AIR FORCE ACTIVITIES AT UBON RTAFB CAN BE TERMINATED 
BY THE END OF 1974. A SMALL NUMBER OF USAF PERSON- 
NEL WILL REMAIN THERE TO MAINTAIN BASE FACILITIES. 
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FORCE OPERATIONS AT TAKHLI RTAFB WOULD BE COMPLETED 
BY THE END OF 1974. FOLLOWING FURTHER DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TWO GOVERNMENTS, THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE HAS NOW BEEN SET FOR OCTOBER 1. DURING 
JULY, THE F- 111 FIGHTER BOMBER AIRCRAFT AT TAKHLI 
RTAFB WILL MOVE TO KORAT RTAFB. OTHER AIRCRAFT 
AND PERSONNEL WILL BE MOVING BETWEEN BASES IN THAILAND 
TO MAINTAIN OPERATIONAL CAPABILITIES. 

SINCE THE MARCH 29 THAI-US ANNOUNCEMENT CON- 
CERNING APPROVED REDUCTIONS. APPROXIMATELY 170 AIRCRAFT 
AND ABOUT 3000 SERVICEMEN HAVE LEFT THAILAND. WITH 
THE JUNE REDUCTIONS, THE NUMBER OF US MILITARY PERSONNEL 
REMAINING IN THAILAND HAS BEEN REDUCED TO APPROXIMATELY 
32,000. END QUOTE. 

2. AS WE HAVE INDICATED IN PREVIOUS TRAFFIC THIS IN NO 
WAY ASSURES THAT THE FINAL STATEMENT WILL PRECISELY FOL- 
LOW CO-ORDINATED TEXT AS QUOTED; HOWEVER, AFTER 0001Z 28 JUNE 
74 PRESS RELEASES ALONG THE LINES OF THE QUOTED TEXT ARE 
AUTHORIZED FOR RELEASE TO THE US PRESS. 

3. FYI. STORIES HAVE APPEARED IN ENGLISH-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS 
IN LAST TWO DAYS SPECULATING ABOUT WITHDRAWAL OF US FORCES 
AND PLANES FROM TAKHLI AND UBON. STORY ON FRONT 

PAGE OF BANGKOK WORLD JUNE 26 STATED THAT ACCORDING TO 
AN OFFICIAL SOURCE RTG WOULD ANNOUNCE THE CLOSURE OF THE 
TWO BASES THIS WEEK. STORY ON FRONT PAGE OF BANGKOK 
POST JUNE 27 ENTITLED "UBON, TAKHLI GET THE AXE" SAYS 
ANNOUNCEMENT ON END OF US PRESENCE AT TAKHLI AND UBON 
TO BE MADE JUNE 27 OR 28. STORY ALSO STATES THAT KORAT 
RTAFB LIKELY TO ABSORB SOME OF THE AIR UNITS TO BE PULLED 
OUT OF UBON AND TAKHLI. THESE STORIES ADD TO RUMORS OF 
BASE CLOSURES WHICH ARE ALREADY RIFE, PARTICULARLY IN BASE 
TOWNS TO BE AFFECTED. RLEASE IN PARA 1 SHOULD HELP 
CLARIFY SITUATION. 

KINTNER 
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